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THESE ARE NOT YOUR RUN-OF-THE MILL GRADUATES 


This ’88 grad is eighty-five years old 


MONTREAL / May 11, 1988 --- When Concordia students receive 
their degrees early next month, undoubtedly the oldest recipient 
will be 85-year-old William Schiff, who will receive a BA in 
History. 


Schiff’s ties to Concordia date back further than most 
students can even remember. Before enrolling in the three-year 
BA program, Schiff spent 15 years studying on a non-credit basis, 
mainly in philosophy. 


Schiff found that his advanced age was never an obstacle as 
a student. "Professors," he says, "took me to their bosoms," and 
fellow students "treated me superbly." 


As an undergraduate, Schiff was more active than many 


students one-quarter his age. He founded the Sparklers Club, a 
social group for Concordia students over the age of 50, which 
today boasts 700 members. He also served as ae_— student 


representative on the University Senate, where he worked for and 
won reduced tuition fees for seniors. 


In April of this year, he was given the Concordia Council on 
Student Life Award for outstanding extra-curricular contribution 
to student life. 


Schiff does not yet know what he will do after graduation. 
"But," he says, "I won’t give up studying. Education is my 
lite." 


A_ winning combination: 
a Disabled Services Centre and a most able student 


Being disabled need not be a handicap when it comes to 
getting an education. That’s something Doreen Ferland will 
demonstrate when she graduates from Concordia University early 
next month. 


Ferland, 39, who has been confined to a wheelchair for the 
last 14 years, will receive an honours BA in Psychology, with a 
specialty in early childhood development. 
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"I really enjoyed my time at Concordia," she says. "I’ve 
been able to function as well as any student. I’ve never had to 
worry about missing a class." 


Ferland credits her positive experience at Concordia to the 
efforts of the University’s Centre for Disabled Students, which 
provides services that help overcome special difficulties faced 
by the 200 or so students officially classified as disabled. 


Services range from special hearing devices for 
hearing-impaired students to finding volunteer note-takers for 
those who are unable to write. 


"In my case, since my main problem is mobility, the centre 
saw to it that all my classes were located in the Henry F. Hall 
Building, which is accessible to wheelchairs. Not all university 
buildings are," Ferland says. 


After graduation the fluently bilingual Ferland intends to 
work in the field of psychology. In the meantime, she is working 
as a full-time volunteer at the centre for Disabled Students. 


"I used the centre’s services a lot," she says, "so I feel I 
should give something back." 


Ferland hopes to do some work at the centre even after she 
finds full-time employment. And her ultimate goal is to work for 
the disabled on a professional basis. 
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Media representatives requiring additional information should 
contact SHARON BISHIN, Concordia Public Relations Officer, at 
(514) 848-4882. 


